WHAT CONSTITUTES "ORGANIC LAWS™?

The purpose of this document is simple:
. To show evidence that the House of Representatives acknowledges the
presence of “Organic Laws”.
.« To show evidence that the “Organic Laws” per the U.S. House of
Representatives contain the:
= ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION--1777
» THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE--1776
» THE ORDINANCE OF 1787—THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIAL
GOVERNMENT
= CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA--1787
. To show evidence that the official portal for government publications on
laws—the Government Printing Office—recognizes and publishes copies
of these “Organic Laws” as late as year 2000.
. To provide copies of these “Organic Laws” in one convenient document.

ORGANIC LAWS (Black’s 5™ edition): The fundamental law, or constitution, of a state
or nation, written or unwritten. That law or system of laws or principles which defines
and establishes the organization of its government.
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About the Office and the United States Code

The Office of the Law Revision Counsel of the U.S. House of
Representatives prepares and publishes the United States Code
pursuant to section 285b of title 2 of the Code. The Code is a
consolidation and codification by subject matter of the general
and permanent laws of the United States.

The Code does not include regulations issued by executive
branch agencies, decisions of the Federal courts, treaties, or
laws enacted by State or local governments. Regulations issued
by executive branch agencies are available in the Code of
Federal Regulations. Proposed and recently adopted regulations
may be found in the Federal Register.

Certain titles of the Code have been enacted into positive law,
and pursuant to section 204 of title 1 of the Code, the text of
those titles is legal evidence of the law contained in those titles.
The other titles of the Code are prima facie evidence of the
laws contained in those titles. The following titles of the Code
have been enacted into positive law: 1, 3, 4, 5, 9, 10, 11, 13, 14,
17,18, 23, 28, 31, 32, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 44, 46, and 49.

Titles 1 through 42, 46 and 46 Appendix are based on
Supplement V of the 2000 edition (January 2, 2006) of the
Code. Titles 43 through 45, 47 through 50, Tables I-VII and the
Table of Popular Names are based on Supplement 1V of the

2000 edition (January 3, 2005) of the Code. The Organic

Laws are based on the 2000 edition (January 2, 2001)
of the Code. Each section of the Code database contains a date
in the top-right corner indicating that laws enacted as of that
date and affecting that section are included in the text of that
section. When a search is made for a specific section of the
Code, as opposed to a search for certain words appearing in the
Code, the hit list will include an "Update"” item listing any
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amendments not already reflected in the text of that section.

The Classification Tables include Public Law 109-1 through
Public Law 110-134, approved December 12, 2007. The tables
show where recently enacted laws will appear in the Code and
which sections of the Code have been amended by those laws.
They provide a separate method of identifying any amendments
to a section not already reflected in the text of that section.
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Chapter Referred to, Subchapter Referred to, Part
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and the Table of Internal References have been
discontinued.

While every effort has been made to ensure that the Code
database on the web site is accurate, those using it for
legal research should verify their results against the
printed version of the United States Code available
through the Government Printing Office.

Please send your comments by e-mail to usc@mail.house.gov
or by using the form at
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The next link is from the Government Printing Office and shows that indeed the
Organic Laws are published as part of the Official Laws for year 2000 (see description
text).

http://bookstore.gpo.qov/subjects/sb-197.isp

Address |2:| hktp:jfbookskare, gpo. gov/subjects/sb-197 jsp

tﬁ U.S. Government

Best Sellers

Main = Browee by Subject = U5, Code

United States Code
SUBSCRIBE

New Titles

by boic United States Code, 2000 Edition, V. 1, Title 1, General Provisions to Title 5, Government
. P Organization and Employees. Sections 1019510
Email Alert Service

i - Publisher: House, Office of the Law Revision Counsel
Sign up ta get notified

of nexvy publications of
interest to you.

Description: United States Code, 2000 Edition, Containing the General and Permanent Laws of the Lnited
States, in Farce on January 2, 2001, %. 1, Organic Laws, Title 1, General Pravisions to Title 5, Government
Organization and Employees, Sections 101-9510. 13th Edition. Prepared under authority of Title 2, United
States Code, Section 285h. Cover title reads: United States Code, 2000 Edition, Title 1, General Provisions
to Title &, Government Organization and Employees, Sections 101-9510. Spine title reads: United States

View All Subjects B~ 4o 2000 Edition, Titles 1-4, Title 5, Sections 101-8510. There is also the numeral 1 at the battamn of the

Accourting & Auditing spine. lterm 0991-A,

Asrospace Year/Pages: 2001: 1596 p.
Adfrica

Ading Price: $33.00 ¥add to Cart

Agricutture



http://bookstore.gpo.gov/subjects/sb-197.jsp

THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE—17761

IN CONGRESS, JULY 4, 1776

The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united
States of America

WHEN in the Course of human events, it be-
comes necessary for one people to dissolve the
political bands which have connected them with
another, and to assume among the powers of the
earth, the separate and equal station to which
the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God entitle
them, a decent respect to the opinions of man-
kind requires that they should declare the
causes which impel them to the separation.

1The delegates of the United Colonies of New Hampshire; Mas-
sachusetts Bay; Rhode Island and Providence Plantations; Con-
necticut; New York; New Jersey; Pennsylvania; New Castle,
Kent, and Sussex, in Delaware; Maryland; Virginia; North Caro-
lina, and South Carolina, In Congress assembled at Philadelphia,
Resolved on the 10th of May, 1776, to recommend to the respec-
tive assemblies and conventions of the United Colonies, where no
government sufficient to the exigencies of their affairs had been
established, to adopt such a government as should, in the opin-
ion of the representatives of the people, best conduce to the hap-
piness and safety of their constituents in particular, and of
America in general. A preamble to this resolution, agreed to on
the 15th of May, stated the intention to be totally to suppress
the exercise of every kind of authority under the British crown.
On the Tth of June, certain resolutions respecting independency
were moved and seconded. On the 10th of June it was resolved,
that a committee should be appointed to prepare a declaration
to the following effect: ‘““That the United Colonies are, and of
right ought to be, free and independent States; that they are ab-
solved from all allegiance to the British crown; and that all po-
litical connection between them and the State of Great Britain
is, and ought to be, totally dissolved.” On the preceding day it
was determined that the committee for preparing the declara-
tion should consist of five, and they were chosen accordingly, in
the following order: Mr. Jefferson, Mr. J. Adams, Mr. Franklin,
Mr. Sherman, Mr. R. R. Livingston. On the 11th of June a resolu-
tion was passed to appoint a committee to prepare and digest
the form of a confederation to be entered into between the colo-
nies, and another committee to prepare a plan of treaties to be
proposed to foreign powers. On the 12th of June, it was resolved,
that a committee of Congress should be appointed by the name
of a board of war and ordnance, to consist of five members. On
the 25th of June, a declaration of the deputies of Pennsylvania,
met in provincial conference, expressing their willingness to
concur in a vote declaring the United Colonies free and inde-
pendent States, was laid before Congress and read. On the 28th
of June, the committee appointed to prepare a declaration of
independence brought in a draught, which was read, and ordered
to lie on the table. On the 1st of July, a resolution of the conven-
tion of Maryland, passed the 28th of June, authorizing the depu-
ties of that colony to concur in declaring the United Colonies
free and independent States, was laid before Congress and read.
On the same day Congress resolved itself into a committee of the
whole, to take into consideration the resolution respecting inde-
pendency. On the 2d of July, a resolution declaring the colonies
free and independent States, was adopted. A declaration to that
effect was, on the same and the following days, taken into fur-
ther consideration. Finally, on the 4th of July, the Declaration
of Independence was agreed to, engrossed on paper, signed by
John Hancock as president, and directed to be sent to the sev-
eral assemblies, conventions, and committees, or councils of
safety, and to the several commanding officers of the continen-
tal troops, and to be proclaimed in each of the United States,
and at the head of the Army. It was also ordered to be entered
upon the Journals of Congress, and on the 2d of August, a copy
engrossed on parchment was signed by all but one of the fifty-
six signers whose names are appended to it. That one was Mat-
thew Thornton, of New Hampshire, who on taking his seat in No-
vember asked and obtained the privilege of signing it. Several
who signed it on the 2d of August were absent when it was adopt-
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We hold these truths to be self-evident, that
all men are created equal, that they are en-
dowed by their Creator with certain unalienable
Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and
the pursuit of Happiness. That to secure these
rights, Governments are instituted among Men,
deriving their just powers from the consent of
the governed,—That whenever any Form of Gov-
ernment becomes destructive of these ends, it is
the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it,
and to institute new Government, laying its
foundation on such principles and organizing its
powers in such form, as to them shall seem most
likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. Pru-
dence, indeed, will dictate that Governments
long established should not be changed for light
and transient causes; and accordingly all experi-
ence hath shewn, that mankind are more dis-
posed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than
to right themselves by abolishing the forms to
which they are accustomed. But when a long
train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invari-
ably the same Object evinces a design to reduce
them under absolute Despotism, it is their right,
it is their duty, to throw off such Government,
and to provide new Guards for their future secu-
rity.—Such has been the patient sufferance of
these Colonies; and such is now the necessity
which constrains them to alter their former
Systems of Government. The history of the
present King of Great Britain is a history of re-
peated injuries and usurpations, all having in di-
rect object the establishment of an absolute
Tyranny over these States. To prove this, let
Facts be submitted to a candid world.

He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most
wholesome and necessary for the public good.

He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of
immediate and pressing importance, unless sus-
pended in their operation till his Assent should
be obtained; and when so suspended, he has ut-
terly neglected to attend to them.

He has refused to pass other Laws for the ac-
commodation of large districts of people, unless
those people would relinquish the right of Rep-
resentation in the Legislature, a right inestima-
ble to them and formidable to tyrants only.

He has called together legislative bodies at
places unusual, uncomfortable, and distance

ed on the 4th of July, but, approving of it, they thus signified

their approbation.

NoTE.—The proof of this document, as published above, was
read by Mr. Ferdinand Jefferson, the Keeper of the Rolls at the
Department of State, at Washington, who compared it with the
fac-simile of the original in his custody. He says: ‘“In the fac-
simile, as in the original, the whole instrument runs on without
a break, but dashes are mostly inserted. I have, in this copy, fol-
lowed the arrangement of paragraphs adopted in the publication
of the Declaration in the newspaper of John Dunlap, and as
printed by him for the Congress, which printed copy is inserted
in the original Journal of the old Congress. The same paragraphs
are also made by the author, in the original draught preserved
in the Department of State.”



THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE—1776

from the depository of their public Records, for
the sole purpose of fatiguing them into compli-
ance with his measures.

He has dissolved Representative Houses re-
peatedly, for opposing with manly firmness his
invasions on the rights of the people.

He has refused for a long time, after such dis-
solutions, to cause others to be elected; whereby
the Legislative powers, incapable of Annihila-
tion, have returned to the People at large for
their exercise; the State remaining in the mean
time exposed to all the dangers of invasion from
without, and convulsions within.

He has endeavoured to prevent the population
of these States; for that purpose obstructing the
Laws for Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing
to pass others to encourage their migrations
hither, and raising the conditions of new Appro-
priations of Lands.

He has obstructed the Administration of Jus-
tice, by refusing his Assent to Laws for estab-
lishing Judiciary powers.

He has made Judges dependent on his Will
alone, for the tenure of their offices, and the
amount and payment of their salaries.

He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and
sent hither swarms of Officers to harass our peo-
ple, and eat out their substance.

He has kept among us, in times of peace,
Standing Armies without the Consent of our leg-
islatures.

He has affected to render the Military inde-
pendent of and superior to the Civil power.

He has combined with others to subject us to
a jurisdiction foreign to our constitution, and
unacknowledged by our laws; giving his Assent
to their acts of pretended Legislation:

For quartering large bodies of armed troops
among us:

For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from
punishment for any Murders which they should
commit on the Inhabitants of these States:

For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the
world:

For imposing Taxes on us without our Con-
sent:

For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits
of Trial by Jury:

For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried
for pretended offenses:

For abolishing the free System of English
Laws in a neighbouring Province, establishing
therein an Arbitrary government, and enlarging
its Boundaries so as to render it at once an ex-
ample and fit instrument for introducing the
same absolute rule into these Colonies:

For taking away our Charters, abolishing our
most valuable Laws, and altering fundamentally
the Forms of our Governments:

For suspending our own Legislatures, and de-
claring themselves invested with power to legis-
late for us in all cases whatsoever.

He has abdicated Government here, by declar-
ing us out of his Protection and waging War
against us.

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts,
burnt our towns, and destroyed the lives of our
people.

He is at this time transporting large Armies of
foreign Mercenaries to compleat the works of
death, desolation and tyranny, already begun
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with circumstances of Cruelty & perfidy scarce-
ly paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and to-
tally unworthy the Head of a civilized nation.

He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken
Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms against
their Country, to become the executioners of
their friends and Brethren, or to fall themselves
by their Hands.

He has excited domestic insurrections
amongst us, and has endeavoured to bring on the
inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless In-
dian Savages, whose known rule of warfare, is an
undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes
and conditions.

In every stage of these Oppressions We have
Petitioned for Redress in the most humble
terms: Our repeated Petitions have been an-
swered only by repeated injury. A Prince, whose
character is thus marked by every act which
may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of
a free people.

Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our
Brittish brethren. We have warned them from
time to time of attempts by their legislature to
extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us.
We have reminded them of the circumstances of
our emigration and settlement here. We have
appealed to their native justice and magnanim-
ity, and we have conjured them by the ties of
our common kindred to disavow these usurpa-
tions, which, would inevitably interrupt our
connections and correspondence. They too have
been deaf to the voice of justice and of con-
sanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in the
necessity, which denounces our Separation, and
hold them, as we hold the rest of mankind, En-
emies in War, in Peace Friends.

WE, THEREFORE, the Representatives of the
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, in General Congress,
Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of
the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do,
in the Name, and by Authority of the good Peo-
ple of these Colonies, solemnly publish and de-
clare, That these United Colonies are, and of
Right ought to be FREE AND INDEPENDENT
STATES; that they are Absolved from all Alle-
giance to the British Crown, and that all politi-
cal connection between them and the State of
Great Britain, is and ought to be totally dis-
solved; and that as Free and Independent States,
they have full Power to levy War, conclude
Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce,
and to do all other Acts and Things which Inde-
pendent States may of right do. And for the sup-
port of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on
the protection of divine Providence, we mutu-
ally pledge to each other our Lives, our For-
tunes and our sacred Honor.

JOHN HANCOCK.

New Hampshire

JOSIAH BARTLETT, MATTHEW THORNTON.

WM. WHIPPLE,
Massachusetts Bay

SAML. ADAMS,
JOHN ADAMS,

ROBT. TREAT PAINE,
ELBRIDGE GERRY.

Rhode Island

STEP. HOPKINS, WILLIAM ELLERY.
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Connecticut
ROGER SHERMAN, WM. WILLIAMS,
SAM’EL HUNTINGTON, OLIVER WOLCOTT.

New York
WM. FLOYD, FRANS. LEWIS,
PHIL. LIVINGSTON, LEWIS MORRIS.

New Jersey
RICHD. STOCKTON, JOHN HART,
JNO. WITHERSPOON, ABRA. CLARK.
FRAS. HOPKINSON,

Pennsylvania

ROBT. MORRIS, JAS. SMITH,
BENJAMIN RUSH, GEO. TAYLOR,
BENJA. FRANKLIN, JAMES WILSON,
JOHN MORTON, GEO. ROSS.
GEO. CLYMER,

Delaware
CAESAR RODNEY, THO. M’KEAN.
GEO. READ,

Maryland
SAMUEL CHASE, CHARLES CARROLL OF
WM. PACA, Carrollton.

THOS. STONE,

Virginia
GEORGE WYTHE, THOS. NELSON, jr.,
RICHARD HENRY LEE, FRANCIS LIGHTFOOT
TH. JEFFERSON, LEE,
BENJA. HARRISON, CARTER BRAXTON.

North Carolina

WM. HOOPER, JOHN PENN.
JOSEPH HEWES,

South Carolina

THOS. HEYWARD, THOMAS LYNCH, Junr.,
Junr., ARTHUR MIDDLETON.
EDWARD RUTLEDGE,

Georgia

BUTTON GWINNETT, GEO. WALTON.
LYMAN HALL,

NOTE.—Mr. Ferdinand Jefferson, Keeper of the Rolls in the De-
partment of State, at Washington, says: “The names of the sign-
ers are spelt above as in the fac-simile of the original, but the
punctuation of them is not always the same; neither do the
names of the States appear in the fac-simile of the original. The
names of the signers of each State are grouped together in the
fac-simile of the original, except the name of Matthew Thorn-
ton, which follows that of Oliver Wolcott.”
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To all to whom these Presents shall come, we the
undersigned Delegates of the States affired to our
Names send greeting

Whereas the Delegates of the United States of
America in Congress assembled did on the
fifteenth day of November in the Year of our
Lord One Thousand Seven Hundred and
Seventyseven, and in the Second Year of the
Independence of America agree to certain arti-
cles of Confederation and perpetual Union
between the States of Newhampshire, Massachu-
setts-bay, Rhodeisland and Providence Planta-
tions, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey,
Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia,
North-Carolina, South-Carolina and Georgia in
the Words following, viz.

“Articles of Confederation and perpetual Union
between the States of Newhampshire,
Massachusettsbay, Rhodeisland and Providence
Plantations, Connecticut, New-York, New-Jersey,
Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia,
North-Carolina, South-Carolina and Georgia.

1Congress Resolved, on the 11th of June, 1776, that a committee
should be appointed to prepare and digest the form of a confed-
eration to be entered into between the Colonies; and on the day
following, after it had been determined that the committee
should consist of a member from each Colony, the following per-
sons were appointed to perform that duty, to wit: Mr. Bartlett,
Mr. S. Adams, Mr. Hopkins, Mr. Sherman, Mr. R. R. Livingston,
Mr. Dickinson, Mr. M’Kean, Mr. Stone, Mr. Nelson, Mr. Hewes,
Mr. E. Rutledge, and Mr. Gwinnett. Upon the report of this com-
mittee, the subject was, from time to time, debated, until the
15th of November, 1777, when a copy of the confederation being
made out, and sundry amendments made in the diction, without
altering the sense, the same was finally agreed to. Congress, at
the same time, directed that the articles should be proposed to
the legislatures of all the United States, to be considered, and if
approved of by them, they were advised to authorize their dele-
gates to ratify the same in the Congress of the United States;
which being done, the same should become conclusive. Three
hundred copies of the Articles of Confederation were ordered to
be printed for the use of Congress; and on the 17th of November,
the form of a circular letter to accompany them was brought in
by a committee appointed to prepare it, and being agreed to,
thirteen copies of it were ordered to be made out, to be signed
by the president and forwarded to the several States, with copies
of the confederation. On the 29th of November ensuing, a com-
mittee of three was appointed, to procure a translation of the ar-
ticles to be made into the French language, and to report an ad-
dress to the inhabitants of Canada, &c. On the 26th of June, 1778,
the form of a ratification of the Articles of Confederation was
adopted, and, it having been engrossed on parchment, it was
signed on the 9th of July on the part and in behalf of their re-
spective States, by the delegates of New Hampshire, Massachu-
setts Bay, Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, Connecti-
cut, New York, Pennsylvania, Virginia, and South Carolina,
agreeably to the powers vested in them. The delegates of North
Carolina signed on the 21st of July, those of Georgia on the 24th
of July, and those of New Jersey on the 26th of November follow-
ing. On the 5th of May, 1779, Mr. Dickinson and Mr. Van Dyke
signed in behalf of the State of Delaware, Mr. M’Kean having
previously signed in February, at which time he produced a
power to that effect. Maryland did not ratify until the year 1781.
She had instructed her delegates, on the 15th of December, 1778,
not to agree to the confederation until matters respecting the
western lands should be settled on principles of equity and sound
policy; but, on the 30th of January, 1781, finding that the en-
emies of the country took advantage of the circumstance to dis-
seminate opinions of an ultimate dissolution of the Union, the
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ARTICLE I. The stile of this confederacy shall
be “The United States of America.”

ARTICLE II. Each State retains its sovereignty,
freedom and independence, and every power, ju-
risdiction and right, which is not by this confed-
eration expressly delegated to the TUnited
States, in Congress assembled.

ARTICLE III. The said States hereby severally
enter into a firm league of friendship with each
other, for their common defence, the security of
their liberties, and their mutual and general
welfare, binding themselves to assist each other,
against all force offered to, or attacks made
upon them, or any of them, on account of reli-
gion, sovereignty, trade, or any other pretence
whatever.

ARTICLE IV. The better to secure and perpet-
uate mutual friendship and intercourse among
the people of the different States in this Union,
the free inhabitants of each of these States, pau-
pers, vagabonds and fugitives from justice ex-
cepted, shall be entitled to all privileges and im-
munities of free citizens in the several States;
and the people of each State shall have free in-
gress and regress to and from any other State,
and shall enjoy therein all the privileges of
trade and commerce, subject to the same duties,
impositions and restrictions as the inhabitants
thereof respectively, provided that such restric-
tions shall not extend so far as to prevent the
removal of property imported into any State, to
any other State of which the owner is an inhab-
itant; provided also that no imposition, duties
or restriction shall be laid by any State, on the
property of the United States, or either of them.

If any person guilty of, or charged with trea-
son, felony, or other high misdemeanor in any
State, shall flee from justice, and be found in
any of the United States, he shall upon demand
of the Governor or Executive power, of the State
from which he fled, be delivered up and removed
to the State having jurisdiction of his offence.

Full faith and credit shall be given in each of
these States to the records, acts and judicial
proceedings of the courts and magistrates of
every other State.

ARTICLE V. For the more convenient manage-
ment of the general interests of the United

legislature of the State passed an act to empower their delegates
to subscribe and ratify the articles, which was accordingly done
by Mr. Hanson and Mr. Carroll, on the 1st of March of that year,
which completed the ratifications of the act; and Congress as-
sembled on the 2d of March under the new powers.

NoTE.—The proof of this document, as published above, was
read by Mr. Ferdinand Jefferson, the Keeper of the Rolls of the
Department of State, at Washington, who compared it with the
original in his custody. He says: ‘“The initial letters of many of
the words in the original of this instrument are capitals, but as
no system appears to have been observed, the same words some-
times beginning with a capital and sometimes with a small let-
ter, I have thought it best not to undertake to follow the origi-
nal in this particular. Moreover, there are three forms of the let-
ter s: the capital S, the small s and the long s, the last being
used indiscriminately to words that should begin with a capital
and those that should begin with a small s.”
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States, delegates shall be annually appointed in
such manner as the legislature of each State
shall direct, to meet in Congress on the first
Monday in November, in every year, with a
power reserved to each State, to recall its dele-
gates, or any of them, at any time within the
year, and to send others in their stead, for the
remainder of the year.

No State shall be represented in Congress by
less than two, nor by more than seven members;
and no person shall be capable of being a dele-
gate for more than three years in any term of
six years; nor shall any person, being a delegate,
be capable of holding any office under the
United States, for which he, or another for his
benefit receives any salary, fees or emolument
of any kind.

BEach State shall maintain its own delegates in
a meeting of the States, and while they act as
members of the committee of the States.

In determining questions in the United States,
in Congress assembled, each State shall have
one vote.

Freedom of speech and debate in Congress
shall not be impeached or questioned in any
court, or place out of Congress, and the mem-
bers of Congress shall be protected in their per-
sons from arrests and imprisonments, during the
time of their going to and from, and attendance
on Congress, except for treason, felony, or
breach of the peace.

ARTICLE VI. No State without the consent of
the United States in Congress assembled, shall
send any embassy to, or receive any embassy
from, or enter into any conference, agreement,
alliance or treaty with any king, prince or state;
nor shall any person holding any office of profit
or trust under the United States, or any of
them, accept of any present, emolument, office
or title of any kind whatever from any Kking,
prince or foreign state; nor shall the United
States in Congress assembled, or any of them,
grant any title of nobility.

No two or more States shall enter into any
treaty, confederation or alliance whatever be-
tween them, without the consent of the United
States in Congress assembled, specifying accu-
rately the purposes for which the same is to be
entered into, and how long it shall continue.

No State shall lay any imposts or duties,
which may interfere with any stipulations in
treaties, entered into by the United States in
Congress assembled, with any king, prince or
state, in pursuance of any treaties already pro-
posed by Congress, to the courts of France and
Spain.

No vessels of war shall be kept up in time of
peace by any State, except such number only, as
shall be deemed necessary by the United States
in Congress assembled, for the defence of such
State, or its trade; nor shall any body of forces
be kept up by any State, in time of peace, except
such number only, as in the judgment of the
United States, in Congress assembled, shall be
deemed requisite to garrison the forts necessary
for the defence of such State; but every State
shall always keep up a well regulated and dis-
ciplined militia, sufficiently armed and accou-
tered, and shall provide and constantly have
ready for use, in public stores, a due number of
field pieces and tents, and a proper quantity of
arms, ammunition and camp equipage.
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No State shall engage in any war without the
consent of the United States in Congress assem-
bled, unless such State be actually invaded by
enemies, or shall have received certain advice of
a resolution being formed by some nation of In-
dians to invade such State, and the danger is so
imminent as not to admit of a delay, till the
United States in Congress assembled can be con-
sulted: nor shall any State grant commissions to
any ships or vessels of war, nor letters of
marque or reprisal, except it be after a declara-
tion of war by the United States in Congress as-
sembled, and then only against the kingdom or
state and the subjects thereof, against which
war has been so declared, and under such regula-
tions as shall be established by the United
States in Congress assembled, unless such State
be infested by pirates, in which case vessels of
war may be fitted out for that occasion, and
kept so long as the danger shall continue or
until the United States in Congress assembled
shall determine otherwise.

ARTICLE VII. When land-forces are raised by
any State for the common defence, all officers of
or under the rank of colonel, shall be appointed
by the Legislature of each State respectively by
whom such forces shall be raised, or in such
manner as such State shall direct, and all va-
cancies shall be filled up by the State which
first made the appointment.

ARTICLE VIII. All charges of war, and all other
expenses that shall be incurred for the common
defence or general welfare, and allowed by the
United States in Congress assembled, shall be
defrayed out of a common treasury, which shall
be supplied by the several States, in proportion
to the value of all land within each State, grant-
ed to or surveyed for any person, as such land
and the buildings and improvements thereon
shall be estimated according to such mode as
the United States in Congress assembled, shall
from time to time direct and appoint.

The taxes for paying that proportion shall be
laid and levied by the authority and direction of
the Legislatures of the several States within the
time agreed upon by the United States in Con-
gress assembled.

ARTICLE IX. The United States in Congress as-
sembled, shall have the sole and exclusive right
and power of determining on peace and war, ex-
cept in the cases mentioned in the sixth arti-
cle—of sending and receiving ambassadors—en-
tering into treaties and alliances, provided that
no treaty of commerce shall be made whereby
the legislative power of the respective States
shall be restrained from imposing such imposts
and duties on foreigners, as their own people are
subjected to, or from prohibiting the expor-
tation or importation of any species of goods or
commodities whatsoever—of establishing rules
for deciding in all cases, what captures on land
or water shall be legal, and in what manner
prizes taken by land or naval forces in the serv-
ice of the United States shall be divided or ap-
propriated—of granting letters of marque and
reprisal in times of peace—appointing courts for
the trial of piracies and felonies committed on
the high seas and establishing courts for receiv-
ing and determining finally appeals in all cases
of captures, provided that no member of Con-
gress shall be appointed a judge of any of the
said courts.
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The United States in Congress assembled shall
also be the last resort on appeal in all disputes
and differences now subsisting or that hereafter
may arise between two or more States concern-
ing boundary, jurisdiction or any other cause
whatever; which authority shall always be exer-
cised in the manner following. Whenever the leg-
islative or executive authority or lawful agent
of any State in controversy with another shall
present a petition to Congress, stating the mat-
ter in question and praying for a hearing, notice
thereof shall be given by order of Congress to
the legislative or executive authority of the
other State in controversy, and a day assigned
for the appearance of the parties by their lawful
agents, who shall then be directed to appoint by
joint consent, commissioners or judges to con-
stitute a court for hearing and determining the
matter in question: but if they cannot agree,
Congress shall name three persons out of each of
the United States, and from the list of such per-
sons each party shall alternately strike out one,
the petitioners beginning, until the number
shall be reduced to thirteen; and from that num-
ber not less than seven, nor more than nine
names as Congress shall direct, shall in the pres-
ence of Congress be drawn out by lot, and the
persons whose names shall be so drawn or any
five of them, shall be commissioners or judges,
to hear and finally determine the controversy,
so always as a major part of the judges who
shall hear the cause shall agree in the deter-
mination: and if either party shall neglect to at-
tend at the day appointed, without showing rea-
sons, which Congress shall judge sufficient, or
being present shall refuse to strike, the Con-
gress shall proceed to nominate three persons
out of each State, and the Secretary of Congress
shall strike in behalf of such party absent or re-
fusing; and the judgment and sentence of the
court to be appointed, in the manner before pre-
scribed, shall be final and conclusive; and if any
of the parties shall refuse to submit to the au-
thority of such court, or to appear or defend
their claim or cause, the court shall neverthe-
less proceed to pronounce sentence, or judg-
ment, which shall in like manner be final and
decisive, the judgment or sentence and other
proceedings being in either case transmitted to
Congress, and lodged among the acts of Congress
for the security of the parties concerned: pro-
vided that every commissioner, before he sits in
judgment, shall take an oath to be administered
by one of the judges of the supreme or superior
court of the State where the cause shall be
tried, ‘“‘well and truly to hear and determine the
matter in question, according to the best of his
judgment, without favour, affection or hope of
reward:”’ provided also that no State shall be de-
prived of territory for the benefit of the United
States.

All controversies concerning the private right
of soil claimed under different grants of two or
more States, whose jurisdiction as they may re-
spect such lands, and the States which passed
such grants are adjusted, the said grants or ei-
ther of them being at the same time claimed to
have originated antecedent to such settlement
of jurisdiction, shall on the petition of either
party to the Congress of the United States, be fi-
nally determined as near as may be in the same
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manner as is before prescribed for deciding dis-
putes respecting territorial jurisdiction between
different States.

The United States in Congress assembled shall
also have the sole and exclusive right and power
of regulating the alloy and value of coin struck
by their own authority, or by that of the respec-
tive States.—fixing the standard of weights and
measures throughout the United States.—regu-
lating the trade and managing all affairs with
the Indians, not members of any of the States,
provided that the legislative right of any State
within its own limits be not infringed or vio-
lated—establishing and regulating post-offices
from one State to another, throughout all the
United States, and exacting such postage on the
papers passing thro’ the same as may be req-
uisite to defray the expenses of the said office—
appointing all officers of the land forces, in the
service of the United States, excepting regimen-
tal officers—appointing all the officers of the
naval forces, and commissioning all officers
whatever in the service of the United States—
making rules for the government and regulation
of the said land and naval forces, and directing
their operations.

The United States in Congress assembled shall
have authority to appoint a committee, to sit in
the recess of Congress, to be denominated ‘“‘a
Committee of the States’, and to consist of one
delegate from each State; and to appoint such
other committees and civil officers as may be
necessary for managing the general affairs of
the United States under their direction—to ap-
point one of their number to preside, provided
that no person be allowed to serve in the office
of president more than one year in any term of
three years; to ascertain the necessary sums of
money to be raised for the service of the United
States, and to appropriate and apply the same
for defraying the public expenses—to borrow
money, or emit bills on the credit of the United
States, transmitting every half year to the re-
spective States an account of the sums of money
so borrowed or emitted,—to build and equip a
navy—to agree upon the number of land forces,
and to make requisitions from each State for its
quota, in proportion to the number of white in-
habitants in such State; which requisition shall
be binding, and thereupon the Legislature of
each State shall appoint the regimental officers,
raise the men and cloath, arm and equip them in
a soldier like manner, at the expense of the
United States; and the officers and men so
cloathed, armed and equipped shall march to the
place appointed, and within the time agreed on
by the United States in Congress assembled: but
if the United States in Congress assembled shall,
on consideration of circumstances judge proper
that any State should not raise men, or should
raise a smaller number than its quota, and that
any other State should raise a greater number of
men than the quota thereof, such extra number
shall be raised, officered, cloathed, armed and
equipped in the same manner as the quota of
such State, unless the legislature of such State
shall judge that such extra number cannot be
safely spared out of the same, in which case they
shall raise, officer, cloath, arm and equip as
many of such extra number as they judge can be
safely spared. And the officers and men so
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cloathed, armed and equipped, shall march to
the place appointed, and within the time agreed
on by the United States in Congress assembled.

The United States in Congress assembled shall
never engage in a war, nor grant letters of
marque and reprisal in time of peace, nor enter
into any treaties or alliances, nor coin money,
nor regulate the value thereof, nor ascertain the
sums and expenses necessary for the defence and
welfare of the United States, or any of them, nor
emit bills, nor borrow money on the credit of
the United States, nor appropriate money, nor
agree upon the number of vessels of war, to be
built or purchased, or the number of land or sea
forces to be raised, nor appoint a commander in
chief of the army or navy, unless nine States as-
sent to the same; nor shall a question on any
other point, except for adjourning from day to
day be determined, unless by the votes of a ma-
jority of the United States in Congress assem-
bled.

The Congress of the United States shall have
power to adjourn to any time within the year,
and to any place within the United States, so
that no period of adjournment be for a longer
duration than the space of six months, and shall
publish the journal of their proceedings month-
ly, except such parts thereof relating to trea-
ties, alliances or military operations, as in their
judgment require secresy; and the yeas and nays
of the delegates of each State on any question
shall be entered on the journal, when it is de-
sired by any delegate; and the delegates of a
State, or any of them, at his or their request
shall be furnished with a transcript of the said
journal, except such parts as are above excepted,
to lay before the Legislatures of the several
States.

ARTICLE X. The committee of the States, or
any nine of them, shall be authorized to execute,
in the recess of Congress, such of the powers of
Congress as the United States in Congress as-
sembled, by the consent of nine States, shall
from time to time think expedient to vest them
with; provided that no power be delegated to the
said committee, for the exercise of which, by the
articles of confederation, the voice of nine
States in the Congress of the United States as-
sembled is requisite.

ARTICLE XI. Canada acceding to this confed-
eration, and joining in the measures of the
United States, shall be admitted into, and enti-
tled to all the advantages of this Union: but no
other colony shall be admitted into the same,
unless such admission be agreed to by nine
States.

ARTICLE XII. All bills of credit emitted, mon-
ies borrowed and debts contracted by, or under
the authority of Congress, before the assembling
of the United States, in pursuance of the present
confederation, shall be deemed and considered as
a charge against the United States, for payment
and satisfaction whereof the said United States,
and the public faith are hereby solemnly
pledged.

ARTICLE XIII. Every State shall abide by the
determinations of the United States in Congress
assembled, on all questions which by this con-
federation are submitted to them. And the arti-
cles of this confederation shall be inviolably ob-
served by every State, and the Union shall be
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perpetual; nor shall any alteration at any time
hereafter be made in any of them; unless such
alteration be agreed to in a Congress of the
United States, and be afterwards confirmed by
the Legislatures of every State.

And whereas it has pleased the Great Governor
of the world to incline the hearts of the Legisla-
tures we respectively represent in Congress, to
approve of, and to authorize us to ratify the said
articles of confederation and perpetual union.
Know ye that we the undersigned delegates, by
virtue of the power and authority to us given for
that purpose, do by these presents, in the name
and in behalf of our respective constituents,
fully and entirely ratify and confirm each and
every of the said articles of confederation and
perpetual union, and all and singular the mat-
ters and things therein contained: and we do fur-
ther solemnly plight and engage the faith of our
respective constituents, that they shall abide by
the determinations of the United States in Con-
gress assembled, on all questions, which by the
said confederation are submitted to them. And
that the articles thereof shall be inviolably ob-
served by the States we re[s]pectively represent,
and that the Union shall be perpetual.

In witness whereof we have hereunto set our
hands in Congress. Done at Philadelphia in the
State of Pennsylvania the ninth day of July in
the year of our Lord one thousand seven hun-
dred and seventy-eight, and in the third year
of the independence of America.2

On the part & behalf of the State of New Hampshire

JOSIAH BARTLETT, JOHN WENTWORTH,
Junr.,

August 8th, 1778.

On the part and behalf of the State of
Massachusetts Bay

JOHN HANCOCK,
SAMUEL ADAMS,
ELBRIDGE GERRY,

On the part and behalf of the State of Rhode Island
and Providence Plantations

FRANCIS DANA,
JAMES LOVELL,
SAMUEL HOLTEN.

WILLIAM ELLERY, JOHN COLLINS.

HENRY MARCHANT,
On the part and behalf of the State of Connecticut

ROGER SHERMAN,

SAMUEL
HUNTINGTON,

OLIVER WOLCOTT,

On the part and behalf of the State of New York

JAS. DUANE,
FRA. LEWIS,

On the part and in behalf of the State of New
Jersey, Novr. 26, 1778

JNO. WITHERSPOON.

TITUS HOSMER,
ANDREW ADAMS.

WM. DUER,
GOUV. MORRIS.

NATHL. SCUDDER.

On the part and behalf of the State of Pennsylvania

2From the circumstances of delegates from the same State
having signed the Articles of Confederation at different times, as
appears by the dates, it is probable they affixed their names as
they happened to be present in Congress, after they had been au-
thorized by their constituents.
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WILLIAM CLINGAN,
JOSEPH REED, 22d
July, 1778.

ROBT. MORRIS,

DANIEL ROBERDEAU,

JONA. BAYARD
SMITH,

On the part & behalf of the State of Delaware

THO. M’KEAN, Feby.
12, 1779.

JOHN DICKINSON,
May 5th, 1779.

On the part and behalf of the State of Maryland

JOHN HANSON, DANIEL CARROLL,
March 1, 1781. Mar. 1, 1781.

On the part and behalf of the State of Virginia
JNO. HARVIE,

NICHOLAS VAN DYKE.

RICHARD HENRY LEE,
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JOHN BANISTER, FRANCIS LIGHTFOOT
THOMAS ADAMS, LEE.

On the part and behalf of the State of No. Carolina

CORNS. HARNETT,
JNO. WILLIAMS.

JOHN PENN,
July 21st, 1778.

On the part & behalf of the State of South Carolina

RICHD. HUTSON,
THOS. HEYWARD, Junr.

HENRY LAURENS,

WILLIAM HENRY
DRAYTON,

JNO. MATHEWS,

On the part & behalf of the State of Georgia

JNO. WALTON, 24th
July, 1778.

EDWD. TELFAIR,
EDWD. LANGWORTHY.



ORDINANCE OF 1787: THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENT

[THE CONFEDERATE CONGRESS, JULY 13, 1787]

An Ordinance for the government of the territory of
the United States northwest of the river Ohio

SECTION 1. Be it ordained by the United States in
Congress assembled, That the said territory, for
the purpose of temporary government, be one
district, subject, however, to be divided into two
districts, as future circumstances may, in the
opinion of Congress, make it expedient.

SEC. 2. Be it ordained by the authority aforesaid,
That the estates both of resident and non-resi-
dent proprietors in the said territory, dying in-
testate, shall descent to, and be distributed
among, their children and the descendants of a
deceased child in equal parts, the descendants of
a deceased child or grandchild to take the share
of their deceased parent in equal parts among
them; and where there shall be no children or
descendants, then in equal parts to the next of
kin, in equal degree; and among collaterals, the
children of a deceased brother or sister of the in-
testate shall have, in equal parts among them,
their deceased parent’s share; and there shall, in
no case, be a distinction between kindred of the
whole and half blood; saving in all cases to the
widow of the intestate, her third part of the real
estate for life, and one-third part of the personal
estate; and this law relative to descents and
dower, shall remain in full force until altered by
the legislature of the district. And until the gov-
ernor and judges shall adopt laws as hereinafter
mentioned, estates in the said territory may be
devised or bequeathed by wills in writing, signed
and sealed by him or her in whom the estate
may be, (being of full age,) and attested by three
witnesses; and real estates may be conveyed by
lease and release, or bargain and sale, signed,
sealed, and delivered by the person, being of full
age, in whom the estate may be, and attested by
two witnesses, provided such wills be duly
proved, and such conveyances be acknowledged,
or the execution thereof duly proved, and be re-
corded within one year after proper magistrates,
courts, and registers, shall be appointed for that
purpose; and personal property may be trans-
ferred by delivery, saving, however, to the
French and Canadian inhabitants, and other set-
tlers of the Kaskaskies, Saint Vincents, and the
neighboring villages, who have heretofore pro-
fessed themselves citizens of Virginia, their laws
and customs now in force among them, relative
to the descent and conveyance of property.

SEC. 3. Be it ordained by the authority aforesaid,
That there shall be appointed, from time to
time, by Congress, a governor, whose commis-
sion shall continue in force for the term of three
years, unless sooner revoked by Congress; he
shall reside in the district, and have a freehold
estate therein, in one thousand acres of land,
while in the exercise of his office.
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SEC. 4. There shall be appointed from time to
time, by Congress, a secretary, whose commis-
sion shall continue in force for four years, un-
less sooner revoked; he shall reside in the dis-
trict, and have a freehold estate therein, in five
hundred acres of land, while in the exercise of
his office. It shall be his duty to keep and pre-
serve the acts and laws passed by the legisla-
ture, and the public records of the district, and
the proceedings of the governor in his executive
department, and transmit authentic copies of
such acts and proceedings every six months to
the Secretary of Congress. There shall also be
appointed a court, to consist of three judges,
any two of whom to form a court, who shall
have a common-law jurisdiction, and reside in
the district, and have each therein a freehold es-
tate, in five hundred acres of land, while in the
exercise of their offices; and their commissions
shall continue in force during good behavior.

SEC. 5. The governor and judges, or a majority
of them, shall adopt and publish in the district
such laws of the original States, criminal and
civil, as may be necessary, and best suited to
the circumstances of the district, and report
them to Congress from time to time, which laws
shall be in force in the district until the organi-
zation of the general assembly therein, unless
disapproved of by Congress; but afterwards the
legislature shall have authority to alter them as
they shall think fit.

SEC. 6. The governor, for the time being, shall
be commander-in-chief of the militia, appoint
and comm