
REDRESS or REVOLUTION – The emerging conflict facing America.  

FROM: Chapter 61 of the Magna Carta 

…the community of the whole realm, may distrain and distress us in all possible ways, 
namely, by seizing our castles, lands, possessions, and in any other way they can, until 
redress has been obtained as they deem fit, saving harmless our own person, and the 
persons of our queen and children; and when redress has been obtained, they shall resume 
their old relations towards us. 

 

FROM: Hamilton, Federalist No. 78: 

There is no position which depends on clearer principles, than that every act of a 
delegated authority, contrary to the tenor of the commission under which it is exercised, 
is void. No legislative act, therefore, contrary to the Constitution, can be valid. To deny 
this, would be to affirm, that the deputy is greater than his principal; that the servant is 
above his master; that the representatives of the people are superior to the people 
themselves; that men acting by virtue of powers, may do not only what their powers do 
not authorize, but what they forbid.  

 

FROM: Hamilton, Federalist No. 78: 

A constitution is, in fact, and must be regarded by the judges, as a fundamental law. It 
therefore belongs to them to ascertain its meaning, as well as the meaning of any 
particular act proceeding from the legislative body. If there should happen to be an 
irreconcilable variance between the two, that which has the superior obligation and 
validity ought, of course, to be preferred; or, in other words, the Constitution ought to be 
preferred to the statute, the intention of the people to the intention of their agents. Nor 
does this conclusion by any means suppose a superiority of the judicial to the legislative 
power. It only supposes that the power of the people is superior to both; and that where 
the will of the legislature, declared in its statutes, stands in opposition to that of the 
people, declared in the Constitution, the judges ought to be governed by the latter rather 
than the former. They ought to regulate their decisions by the fundamental laws, rather 
than by those which are not fundamental.”  

 

American colonists, who exercised their Right to Petition the King or Parliament, 
expected the Government to receive and respond to their Petitions. The King’s persistent 
refusal to answer the colonists’ grievances outraged the colonists and as the “capstone” 
grievance, was a significant factor that led to the American Revolution. 


